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The annual Master Sand Sculpting Competition at Hampton
Beach is underway from June 17 through 25. Only one of
many special events heid at Hampton Beach throughout
the season, it draws competitors and visitors from arcund

the world. See page 52
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Magnetic Granite

‘New Hampshire ToDo

Last May, Hudson welcomed back
a bit of history as it opened Benson
Park. The site. where Benson's Wild
Animal Farm used to be, 15 now a
recreational town park that s open

d.ﬂl_\ (4] ',Wl.?“in_‘ use. free of charge

Growing up, | bad the thnll of waking up 10

roaring lions, tigers, and, yes, bears

moming. Maybe the bears weren't that Joud,

every

but the lons and tigers were. | could bear a
jot of animals and it was fun to str awake

with them, even if it was as the sun came up

vy Lisa ). Jackson

I'he History
In 1922, John T. Benson started using o
250-acre parcel in Hudson as an animal
lodging and traiming center. Nashuan Bob
Goldsack, author of Remembering Benson's
Wild (1927-1957), descnbes
the property as an Ellis Island for animals
coming into the country. These animals were

y
dnimal Farm

trained for circuses, zoos, movies, and stage
shows across the US.

Town residents became curious at the animal
sounds and watched the activity through
the fences. After a couple of vears, and the
continued public interest, Henson opened
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In its heyday of the 18508 and G50s, paopls came from all ovar the country
to see the animals and ride the rides at Benson's Wild Animal Farm

46

- 110
Be like a flower and turn your face o the sun. - Kahlil Gibran

up a portion of the park 10 the public, with
ting in for free. And then

Hudson ressdents g

ONGr 1]'!'\‘ Vears, more animals, & mnaature
train, and games were added to expand the
park and anract more attendance. In the early
1910s

a permanent wild animal circus was

added 1o the property

Tourists came from New England and
bevond to visit the wild amimal amusement
r‘.-”. the

*Jungle

Visitors could even come via
Irain" from Boston on Sundays,
with admittance included in the train's ticket

price. Benson's was a big atirachion

There were a multitude of positions available
to local kids and adults. My grandmother
worked in the park when she was a teenager
As teens, one of uncles worked with
clephants in giving nides o kids and my
mother sold pony nide tickets. After retinng,
my grandfather worked the main ticket gate
I worked at a gift shop in front of the elephant

my

barn when 1 was a teen

The wild animal park had its financial ups and
downs as time went on due o competition
with venues like Canobie Lake Park and
Whalom Park. whose rides were magnets for

the teen population

The park officially closed in the fall of 1987
and remained idle for 8,553 days, according
The

Town of Hudson, after years of pegotiation,

to the Benson's Animal Farm website
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Benson's closed s doo

hard work of volunteers and the Town of Hudeon breathed new life

1S in 1987. The monkey cages and attraction

Jim Freed Pnoto
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5 fall into rulne and the Nlora in the park was overgrown. But the
#nd the 165-acre park reopanad in May of 2010 as Benson Park.

- e .

purchased the now 165-acre property from
the state m 2009. With a lot of help from
volunteers, the area reopened as Benson Park
IDO apostropae *s” in the name any more) in

May of 2010,

New Discoverles
This family-friendly property has a lot of

memones for many and so it draws a lot of

past visitors who want to reminisce about
wild animals, camival rides, and days of fun

with their families

Ihere is plenty of parking in the main lot and
several handicap spots available in an upper
lot. The main paths are wide and either paved
or well-groomed for easy walking. It"s a hully
area, so small inclines are everywhere, but

level areas keep ey erything accessible.

A kiosk off the main parking area is a great
place to stant for your first visit Maps are
available there, and also online, if You want
to plan ahead

Affordable family fun!

FREE PARKING!
603.893.0506

RE. 93 * Exit 2 or 3 * Salem, NN

www.nhtodo.com
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A handful of restored buildings from the
pars’s heydays, including the onlla house
anc cicphant bam, are steps from the
Kiosk, The most reminiscent of almost any
childhood is possibly the glant red shoe from
the nursery rhyme “There Was an Old I ady
Who Lived in a Shoe.” A local Bov Scour
roop assisted focal construction company
owner Peter Ripaldi in repairing this former
park anraction located 10 the left of the
elephant bam

Homemade Ice Creqms '
Over 40/Fantastic Flayors]

MID APRIL — MID OCTOBER



Magnexic Granite

. New Hampshire ToDo

The starts at the
through and around the parking lot
the back of the property,
the historic Haselion Bam, and then
to the restored park ares 1 s 2.5

mostly in the woods. The trail passes severnl
ponds and is an casy walk with some minor
inclines. There are several smaller spar trails
throughout the park worthy of exploring, 100

longest tral Kiosk, goes

™o

back

miues,

Even though | spent many hours at the park
growing up, visiting now is as much about
being out 1in a peaceful natural environment
as 1t s trying to remember what stops | used
to make along the paths for animal exhibits,

shows, games, and rides.

Trees are much taller than | remember and
a lot more folinge fills the ground
Lake is os beautiful as eve
smooth and shiny as glass when there isn't

Swan
its Water is as

any breeze, Sittng along the edge
ducks paddle around 15 relaxing

walching
There are

up to the back of

to the public once mare, The Friends of Benson
Park, a non-profit organization whose mission
“assist the town of Hudson, NH, with the
construction,

15 10
improvement, maintenance, and
upkeep of Benson Park through

@ Benson Park
23 Kimball Hil Road, Hudson
(603) 685-6024

kOld Homes Day in August

www_inendsofbenson.org: www.bansonsanimatiarm.com

Open saven days a week, 365 days & year, free of charge!
April 1 thvough Oclober 31, hows are 5 am. 1o 8 p.m
November 1 through March 31, hours ere Sa.m. 1o 5 p.m.

Tha Friends of Banson Park are hosting the Cola Brothers
Circus of tha Stars 125th Annivarsary Edition, June 18
and 19 &t the Hilis Housa on Route 102 in Hudson as
a fundraising avent. The group will also be at Hudson's

™ volunteensm, fundraising,
and promotion of the park.”
manages the volunteers.

A group of town officials
recently toured Benson Park
Shkawn Jasper,
the Board of Selectman credits
volunteers and thesr countless
hours for having the park in
such great condition so quickly

where most of us thought it
J  would be,” he said

Over the

several spots, i the sun and shade,
down a blanket and have a picnic around
the pond and throughout the park. As well,
visitors will also find several anxd
picnic tables across the property

to put

chairs

Benson Park would not exist today without
numerous volunteers and fnends of the
park stepping forward to do what it takes to
rehabilitate the property and make it acoessible

(’ Global
Flavor

Traders in Fine Exotio Foods Speces and More
We ore committed in bringing to you
conturies-old tartes and troditions of Indiun
cufsine. Experience the differemen!

Our spices are fresh
strofght from the counlry of oripin,
sun dried and prevarved in the troditional woy.

nexs visitors should see
the installation of a playground
for children with physscal challenges, the

year,

train slation moving 1o & permanent location,
andd improvement and completion of the loop
path around the back side of Swan Lake

Volunteers will continue 10 plant gardens and
shrubs, clear brush, and improve the trails and
butldings. When you visit, you'll see where a
butterily garden is already in the works,

chairman of

“The work is years ahead of

Two Greal Locations!
112 DW Highvway, Sulte &

437 Amharst Street

Nashus BOY) 888 6682 Nastwa B3) BS8 6662

WWW. GLOBALFLAVORSNASHUA COM
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ALE DIAMONDEGOLD, INC.
' “New England’s Premier Jeweler”
207 OLO MRFORD RD
MERRIMACK NN 03054
601589 8152

www.asdlamond. com

-Lady Bird

{ohnson

Teday and Bevond
Benson Park 15 a
time of the vear and don’t be surprised if
you see some wildlife. The park no longer
has 200 amimals as residents, but you may
spot some deer if the time 15 right. There are
plenty of birds, including hawks and herons,
turtles who like to sunbathe on logs, frogs,
squirrels, chipmunks, and other
animals around

great outdoor getaway any

woodland

You can enjov walking, jogging, and cycling
in the fresh air while exploring this new
public park in southern New Hampshire.
And don’t forget about the winter manths.
The park 15 open 365-days a year, so think
about winter hiking and snowshoeing when
the time comes

beautiful
to-reach location that offers a nice getaway
for a few hours or more. Bring & camera, a
blanket, maybe a picnic basket and a fishing
pole. too. When you visit, you'll be stepping
onto land that has a
remembered  history

Benson Park s a2 OR$2S 1N an casy

fascmating and well-
Maybe even
catch a whisper of time past upon the brecze.

you'll

plzza calrorms wings burgers salads dinners

Try oor Famous Wings ... 13 Deliciows Flavors!

A

883-7000

Delivery to
Memmack, Nashua, Hollis, and Amhers!

www hungryherbspizza com




